Parks & Recreation Meeting Agenda
October Parks and Recreation Board Meeting
Wed, Oct 21, 2020 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM (CDT)
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/861236557
You can also dial in using your phone.
United States: +1 (408) 650-3123
Access Code: 861-236-557

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/861236557

1. Call To Order And Roll Call
2. Approval Of Minutes
2.a. September Park Board Minutes
Documents:
DRAFT MINUTES 9.23.PDF
3. Consent Agenda
4. Hearing Of Citizen Comments
No formal action will be taken during this meeting, although issues raised may become
part of a future agenda. Participants are allotted a 3 minute speaking period.
Specific items listed on the agenda may not be discussed at this time; however,
citizens are invited to speak to those issues as designated in the agenda.

5. Staff Reports
5.a. Program Staff Updates
5.b. Directors Report
6. Considerations
6.a. Urban Forestry Presentation
6.a.i. Arboretum Proposal
Documents:
ARBPROP2.PDF
6.b. Storybook Walk

6.a.i. Arboretum Proposal
Documents:
ARBPROP2.PDF
6.b. Storybook Walk
Documents:
STORYBOOK WALK PROJECT.PDF
6.c. Kiwanis Starin Park Playground Project
Documents:
WE GO ROUND.PDF
7. Future Agenda Items
8. Adjournment
Anyone requiring special arrangements is asked to call the Parks & Recreation Director at (262) 4730122 or EBoettcher@whitewater-wi.gov at least 72 hours prior to the meeting.

Parks and Recreation Board Minutes
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 – 5:30 pm
Virtual Meeting
1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Jan Bilgen, Larry Kachel, Carol McCormick, Bruce Parker, Steve Ryan, Jen Kaina and Mike Kilar. Absent:
Matthew Sylvester‐Knudtson, Jamie Weigel and Traci Wilson.
Staff: Eric Boettcher, Lorelei Bowen, Brian de la Torriente and Michelle Dujardin
Guest: Lisa Dawsey Smith
2. Approval of Parks and Recreation Board minutes of August 19, 2020
Motion by Bilgen to accept the minutes of August 19, 2020. Second by Ryan. Ayes: Steve Ryan, Larry
Kachel, Jan Bilgen, Mike Kilar, Carol McCormick and Bruce Parker. Noes: None. Abstain: Jen Kaina.
Absent: Matthew Sylvester‐Knudtson, Jamie Weigel and Traci Wilson
3. Consent Agenda
No agenda
4. Hearing of Citizen Comments:
No formal action will be taken during this meeting, although issues raised may become part of a future
agenda. Participants are allotted a 3 minute speaking period. Specific items listed on the agenda may
not be discussed at this time; however, citizens are invited to speak to those issues as designated in the
agenda.
No comments
Motion by Bilgen to move staff reports to the end of the meeting to accommodate anyone needing to
attend the school board meeting. Second by Parker. Ayes: Steve Ryan, Larry Kachel, Jan Bilgen, Mike
Kilar, Carol McCormick, Bruce Parker and Jen Kaina. Noes: None. Abstain: None.
6. Considerations
6b. Halloween Discussion
Dujardin shared that 80% of people from returned surveys regarding Trick‐Or‐Treating want Trick‐Or‐
Treating to proceed this year. Suggestions for Trick‐Or‐Tricking included reverse Trick‐Or‐Treat, follow
CDC guidelines on how to do so safely, and people that want to participate can turn lights on, and
people that don’t want to participate can turn lights off.
Weigel arrived 5:38pm

Bilgen – If people want to do it, let them do it. Leave it up to the families.
McCormick – Kids have already been deprived of so much this year. Let them do it as longs as there are
safety precautions
Kilar – Leave it up to individual households
Ryan – Okay with it as long as there are guidelines
Kilar – Try to discourage leaving bowls of candy out on porch
Dujardin shared information will be shared on Facebook, city website, ask schools, library, campus and
tourism to share.
6a. WAFC Budget Review
Boettcher – Referred to budget document. For 2021, not going to hire additional staff at the moment to
help reduce staff cost since the WAFC is not fully open. Hoping to be back to 2019 budget numbers for
2022. Going to try and find more ways to generate revenue while expenses are cut. For 2020, almost
half of staff hours were cut. Mark Johnson from the Innovation Center will help create a business and
marketing plan to help with the WAFC. Right now, there are three main revenue streams that are not
taking place (rentals, concessions and passes). The Jayhawks and Masters program are being required to
pay a member fee. In a few weeks, going to try and offer some open swim times and after‐hours fitness
center.
Ryan asked if the capital expenses can be clarified more in budget.
6c. Lakes Management Plan Review
Boettcher – Referred to Lake Management Plan document. The Lake Management Plan was adopted in
2011. Not everything has been implemented, but a good portion has been. We may look in to
implementing a lakes district for people with more of an investment in the lakes.
Weigel suggested letting the community know that the lakes project has not been abandoned.
Boettcher noted working with land owners around the lakes on the dredging process. Also, working with
Kristin Mickelson on creating a webpage specifically for the lake project to educate the community on
the progress of the project.
Bilgen suggested an update on the Parks and Recreation website.
Parker asked if anything was sent out to land owners on what they can and can’t do?
Boettcher replied that he is waiting to talk with the DNR on restrictions. A controlled burn is coming up.
Kilar asked if there is a plan to clean up the creek by Wisconsin Ave.

Boettcher replied that this will be part of the dredging plan.
5. Staff Reports
Boettcher – Thank you to those that were able to attend the grand opening of the amphitheater. There
was a good turnout considering the circumstances. Working with Kristin Mickelson to post a thank you.
de la Torriente – Looking to run a football competition similar to the Punt Pass and Kick. Also, run a
football program in the month of October ran by UW‐W staff. Not sure what will happen with club
basketball at the moment. Will try and host a shooting competition sometime in November.
7. Request for Future Agenda Items
1. Focus on activities that can be done, and not focus on what can’t be done
2. Kiwanis Playground Swing
3. Storyboard with Library
8. Adjournment
Motion by Bilgen to adjourn at 6:39 pm. Second by Parker. Ayes: Jan Bilgen, Larry Kachel, Carol
McCormick, Bruce Parker, Steve Ryan, Matthew Sylvester‐Knutson and Traci Wilson Absent: Jen Kaina,
Mike Kilar and Jamie Weigel. Noes: None. Abstain: None.
Next scheduled meeting: Wednesday, October 21, 2020
Respectfully submitted,

Brian de la Torriente

Proposal for an

Arboretum At Starin Park
An Arboretum is an outdoor living tree and shrub museum promoting
conservation and providing public outreach and education.

Prepared by the Whitewater Urban Forestry Committee
(with the assistance of interested community volunteers)
October 7, 2020
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The Arboretum at Starin Park
Working Mission Statement
The Arboretum at Starin Park exists to provide a beautiful, welcoming sanctuary for
humans, trees shrubs, and wildlife. It is a place where people of all ages can come to
connect to nature, learn about the environment, and study and practice stewardship.
The Arboretum at Starin Park is dedicated to helping create a greener, healthier, and
more beautiful world.

The Arboretum at Starin Park will:
1. Facilitate restoration of the beauty, health, and diversity of the woodland at Starin
Park, enhancing its role as a vital natural sanctuary.
2. Provide Whitewater with an outdoor classroom and a related curriculum that connects
kids to nature and teaches the fundamentals of ecology and stewardship.
3. Provide Whitewater with a haven for adult environmental connection, learning and
stewardship.
4. Provide ecosystem services—oxygen, shade, pollution reduction, urban cooling,
wildlife shelter, etc.
5. Provide nature-related outdoor social and volunteer opportunities for adults.
6. Help, in a small way, with climate mitigation.
7. Serve as a museum of native Wisconsin trees and shrubs.
8. Provide a laboratory for arboreal research.
9. Bring visitors to Whitewater to experience a special natural area and to participate in
programs and learning opportunities.
10. Bring recognition to Whitewater as the site of an internationally accredited
Arboretum, thus enhancing the city’s profile as a good place to live.

The Arboretum at Starin Park will be accredited by ArbNet, the international interactive
community of arboreta. ArbNet provides four levels of accreditation.
Initially, the Arboretum at Starin Park will apply for Level I accreditation:
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•

•
•

•
•
•

An arboretum plan documentation of some sort, such as an organizational plan,
strategic plan, master plan, or other, that defines the purpose of the arboretum, its
audience(s), the types of plants that are to be grown to achieve that purpose and
serve those audiences, provisions for the maintenance and care of the plants, and
provisions for the continuing operation of the organization through time with a clear
succession plan.
An arboretum organizational group of people or governing board or authority
that is dedicated to the arboretum plan and its continuation beyond the efforts of a
single individual. Such an organizational group can affirm fulfillment of standards
and authorize participation as an accredited arboretum.
An arboretum collection with a minimum number of 25 species, varieties or
cultivars of trees or woody plants that have been planted and are growing in
accordance with the arboretum plan. Plants in the arboretum collection must be
labeled in some way as to identify them taxonomically, including scientific name
and cultivar if applicable, and documented in some way so that information on their
acquisition (source or origin, date of acquisition, etc.) is available for access.
Arboretum staff or volunteers who ensure fulfillment of the arboretum plan and
provide for the basic needs of the arboretum collection and functions of the
arboretum.
An arboretum public dimension that includes some level of public access, and
at least one public event or educational program each year focused on trees or
arboretum purposes (for example, an Arbor Day observance).

We believe that all the elements necessary for Level I accreditation currently exist in
Starin Park and can be assembled into a successful application.
Over time, the Arboretum at Starin Park would strive for Level II accreditation:

•
•
•

•
•

Satisfy all criteria for Level I accreditation.
Larger arboretum collection with a minimum number of 100 species, varieties or
cultivars of trees or woody plants.
Arboretum collections policy that describes the development and professional
management of the plants in the arboretum collection, in accordance with
standards developed in the public garden and museum fields with consideration
given to the Saint Louis Declaration regarding invasive species. Such a policy and
related practices includes a rationale for holding the particular collections of the
arboretum, and collections inventory and record-keeping practices.
One or more arboretum employees who have job responsibilities that
specifically include management or operation of the arboretum.
Enhanced educational and public programming beyond the base level required
in Level I accreditation. Programs must be related to trees (e.g. tree identification,
ecology, conservation, collections, or some other tree-focused aspect of the
arboretum mission or master plan.
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It should be noted that:
1) The Arboretum at Starin Park will place emphasis on environmental education
for young people and environmental programming for adults. The Arboretum at Starin
Park will work with The Whitewater Unified School District and the University of
Wisconsin, Whitewater to develop (and offer) an arboretum curriculum and a series of
adult workshops.
2) The Plan for the Arboretum at Starin will not provide for paid employees, even
at Accreditation Level II (unless substantial exterior funding makes such a necessity and
possibility). It is anticipated that the normal portion of the City Forester’s responsibilities
devoted to Starin Park will suffice.
The Arboretum at Starin Park will be an intergovernmental partnership among:
The City of Whitewater
Whitewater Unified Schools
The University of Wisconsin, Whitewater
Community Neighborhood Associations
One or more corporate member/sponsors.
Each will participate in ways most effective and appropriate, none of which will require
out-of-budget contributions.
Funding for the Arboretum at Starin Park will be provided primarily by:
Donations and bequests,
Fundraising efforts,
Program and event fees,
Corporate membership,
Grant awards.
It is our belief that the proposed Arboretum at Starin Park Partnership Program,
including as it does corporate membership, will greatly enhance the chances of grant
success.
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Storybook Walk Project

The Story Book Walk Project is being developed for 2021 as a partnership
between the City of Whitewater Parks & Recreation Department, Irving L. Young
Library and Whitewater Community Foundation. Park sites could include trail
between Trippe Lake Park and Minnieska Park and Starin Park. Below is the list
of books that will be used for our story book walk.

The Parks & Recreation Department staff will create the Story book holders over
the winter and in preparation for the program launch in the Spring of 2021. A
list of books has been selected for the first season.
Story Walk Booklist
 Hiking Day by Anne Rockwell
 Explorers of the Wild by Cale Atkinson
 The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson
 I Walk With Vanessa by Kerascoet
 Sulwe by Lupita Nyong’o
 Alma and How She Got Her Name by Juana Martinez‐Neal
 A Different Pond by Bao Phi
 We Are Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom
 Lillian’s Right to Vote : A Celebration of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 by
Jonah Winter
 Sofia Valdez, Future Prez by Andrea Beaty
 The Many Colors of Harpreet Singh by Supriya Kelkar
 Leila in Saffron by Rukhsanna Guidroz
 Bilal Cooks Daal by Aisha Saeed
 The Cazuela That the Farm Maiden Stirred by Samantha R. Vamos
 Dreamers by Yuyi Morales
 The Book Itch: Freedom, Truth & Harlem’s Greatest Bookstore by Vaunda
Micheaux Nelson
 Tia Isa Wants a Car by Meg Medina (Available in Spanish)
 My Papi Has a Motorcycle by Isabel Quintero & Zeke Pena (Available in
Spanish)

Trippe Lake Park to Minneiska Park Route
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Share a Spin on the We-Go-Round
This patent pending next-generation
merry-go-round offers plenty of space for more
kids of all abilities. Strategic seating areas leave
ample room for wheelchairs, including those
without a wheel-locking mechanism. Once aboard,
everyone faces the center so they can easily share
smiles, laughter and conversation while in orbit.
Under rooftop shade, riders can participate in
the action using the center handhold while others
are turning from the outside. Of course, our builtin resistance mechanism maintains a reasonable
maximum speed, ensuring all spins on the
We-Go-Round®remain within the fun zone.

We-Go-Round
Minimum area required:
20' 10" (6,35 m) diameter
Maximum fall height:
40" (1,02 m)
" Fully wheelchair accessible
" Choice of two or three benches
" Direct bury
" #248819 with perforated
side panels
" #249558 with DigiFuse®
side panels
Also available in HDG
The cool aesthetics of hlot Dip
Galvanized (HDG) steel offer a
fresh look for your playground
and extra protection in harsh
coastal environments.
-^#251036
with perforated
side panels
" #251037 with DigiFuse
side panels
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