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May 10, 2011

Dear Whitewater Resident/Property Owner,

The letter is to provide you information about the City Council approved revised capital improvement projects planned for the next three years in the area of Main, Wisconsin, and Milwaukee Streets in the east downtown and east side. The projects and year of reconstruction are listed below:

2012      Milwaukee Street (Wisconsin Street to Esterly Street)

2013
Downtown Eastgate (Main St. from Whitewater to Wisconsin & Wisconsin from Main to Milwaukee) 

2014 
Milwaukee & Newcomb intersection (Milwaukee St from Esterly to 200’ east of Newcomb & Newcomb (Milwaukee to East Main Street)

The project schedule was requested to be revised for the following reasons:

· Milwaukee Street did not survive this winter very well.  DPW is putting a lot of labor and material into the daily maintenance of the street. Staff feels that Milwaukee Street is a higher priority for reconstruction than Clay Street. 

· Staff applied for Surface Transportation Program (STP) monies for the engineering and the reconstruction of Milwaukee Street (Esterly to Wisconsin).  Whitewater’s project did not make the funding list.  The next time the city could apply would be 2012 and if the City was successful, the funding would not be available until 2015or 2016. The City can apply for STP funding for Clay Street.

· The Milwaukee/Newcomb intersection is scheduled for 2014.  As part of this project the sanitary sewer is planned to be lowered to alleviate a backup problem on Newcomb and East Main Street.  In order to lower this section of sewer the sewer on Milwaukee from Wisconsin to Esterly needs to be lowered and completed before the intersection work. This sewer work needs to be completed before the intersection work begins.

· The approved CIP planned to do the Downtown Eastgate, Milwaukee (Esterly to Wisconsin), and the Newcomb/Milwaukee intersection in the same year.  As staff kept looking at that plan, we determined it would be extremely difficult to reconstruct that much street surface in one year alone trying to coordinate with possibly three different contractors.  Additionally the disruption not only for the Milwaukee Street businesses, but anyone traveling on the eastside would be tremendous.

Included with this letter are maps showing the project areas and alternate routes that can be used during the construction.  Engineering for these projects will start later this year.  The City plans to hold Public Information Meeting s as these projects are being engineered.  City also plans to work with the businesses to minimize disruption as much as possible and to assist with signage during the construction.

If you have any questions please feel free to email or call me.

Sincerely,

Dean Fischer

Public Works Director


















