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McKee Farms Park Splashpad
Fitchburg, WI

Submitted by SAA Design Group in conjunction with the City of Fitchburg

1 Innovation

McKee Farms Park is the largest centrally located community park in the city of Fitchburg. The
existing park amenities were supplemented in 2013 with the addition of a new 4,000 square foot
splashpad. The park’s history began as a working farmstead owned by the McKee family and was
turned over to the city to be used as public open space. During the planning and design stages, the
team decided to pay tribute to the site history and established an agrarian theme for the Splashpad.

Extensive research went into the planning and yielded a whimsical yet accurate depiction of a
working farm yard. The spray deck area is divided into distinct use zones to allow children of
different age groups and abilities to experience the “wet” playground first hand without
compromising safety of the user. Colored concrete patterns mimic traditional crop rows and a
mottled brown “dirt barnyard”. The spray features were carefully selected in keeping with the
theme for these areas, ie. the barn yard contains spraying flowers, horse themed water cannons,
and climbable chicken shaped spray features. A large custom designed tractor accurately painted in
the John Deere colors is situated among the crop rows. The main vertical feature is a lifesize 21 foot
tall windmill with dumping buckets and variable spray patterns.

To accommodate the facility users, a restroom and mechanical storage building was designed
drawing inspiration from the classic Wisconsin country side red barn. The structure not only houses
the support facilities, but completes the farm theme. The foundation is made of decorative stamped
concrete in the form of old fieldstone accurately portraying historic building techniques. Shade
structures were designed to represent the chicken coops and are made of reclaimed barnwood
timbers, salvaged fieldstone, and standing seam metal roofs.

The Splashpad is bordered by rustic split rail fencing and the landscaping is 100% native fruit tree
species arranged in an orchard setting.

2 Functionalism

The existing park contains several other amenities which add to the overall interest including a large
fully accessible play structure (dream park) designed for different age groups, soccer fields, tennis
courts, and a connection to the citywide bicycle trail. The park is also one block from the Dane
County Capital City Bicycle Trail which is the most heavily traveled bike trail in the region. New
amenities for adults were included in the project such as shade structures, a variety of seating areas,
a bicycle parking rack, and native plantings. Decorative LED lighting provides night time security and
continuity within the park.



The facility is fully ADA accessible and can be reached by pedestrians, bicycles, automobiles, and is
one block from a major public bus line. Two retirement and assisted living communities are located
one block from the park and special events for these users are held at the new facility to encourage
cross-generational interaction. Construction cost was reduced by utilizing the existing onsite parking
lot and utility infrastructure.

Aesthetics

The vision of the splashpad is centered on the children, and is designed for users of all ability levels.
The configuration of the pad is laid out in three distinct zones generally catering to children of
different age groups, abilities, and levels of daringness. The vertical features were design to be
larger than life and whimsical yet site scale appropriate. Color choices were carefully considered to
be fun and inviting but not garish. Material selection was based on historically appropriate textures
with a focus on long term durability.

Community Benefits

The Fitchburg Optimist Club spearheaded the fundraising efforts for this project and assembled a
long list of local business donations and supporters. Major financial partners included the city of
Fitchburg, Madison Community Foundation, Dane County Parks, and the Optimist Club.

Public meetings were held to gather input for community needs and to refine design direction.
Individual stakeholder interviews and design charrettes were also held with community children. A
coloring contest was held to help establish the ground plane concrete colors.

The new facility offers an excellent recreational amenity for users of all ages and abilities. Centrally
located within the city, residents from all over the region can easily access the park by various
means of transportation.

Environmental Stewardship

All vertical elements are made of stainless steel and colored polymers. The steel and polymers used
are 100% recyclable and all spray nozzles specified were low flow heads to reduce water
consumption. Strategically placed infrared sensors allow users to activate the spray sequence once
the 12 minute cycle ends. This prevents water from being wasted when no one is present. Site
lighting utilized LED fixtures and all plantings are of native species.

A recirculation system was designed to capture and reuse the water from the facility. This reduces
the demand load on the municipal water supply and minimizes the use of chemical treatment.

The “grey water” from the pad is discharged into a bio-retention unit for pre-treatment before
filtering back into the pond onsite. This was designed to recharge the water table and hydrology of
the existing pond. This pre-treatment also helps moderate the water temperature before entering
into the existing pond and affecting the health of the fish population.



Maintenance

The facility was designed with maintenance in mind. Fence gaps were designed based on the deck
width of the city mowers, the parking lot was arranged to facilitate snow plowing and storage, the
native species of plants require no irrigation or pruning, and the restroom/shelter materials were
selected for aesthetic appeal and long term durability. All surfaces can be easily cleaned in the case
of vandalism. Exterior hose bibs were strategically placed for facility cleaning. Site lighting was
placed to eliminate potential hiding places and increase security. The park facility staff were
regularly consulted during all stages of design and a two day training session provided for the
mechanical and filtration systems.

Conclusion

Complete cooperation between the City, design team, and contractor was paramount to the
ultimate success of the project. With two full months of operation time during the inaugural year,
the park enjoyed more visitors than expected and often times, there are lines of children waiting to
enjoy the refreshing water at ten minutes before operational hours begin. SAA estimated a facility
usage of 70% and we are pleased to report an actual figure closer to 90% usage during operational
hours.
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Date: February 13, 2013 » Farms Park Splash Pad

Time: 11a.m. f Fitchburg, Wisconsin
Advance Building Corp
BASE BID CONTRACT UNIT 3624 Pioneer Rd Verona,
QTY. WI 53593-9766
ITEM NO. BID DESCRIPTION Unit Price Extension
1 Mobilization 1 LS $ 7,182.00 $7,182.00
2 Clearing and Grubbing 1 LS $ 598.50 $598.50
3 Demolition 1 LS $ 5,985.00 $5,985.00
4 Erosion Control 1 LS $ 3,591.00 $3,591.00
5 Tracking Pad 1 LS $ 1,197.00 $1,197.00
6 Earthwork 1 LS $ 21,115.08 $21,115.08
7 Dense Aggregate Base 1,741 SY $ 9.40 $16,365.40
8 Asphaltic Pavement (Bike Path) 118 SY $ 41.30 $4,873.40
9 Concrete 5” Plain 4890 SF $ 7.72 $37,750.80
10 Concrete 6” Colored 3900 SF $ 17.12 $66,768.00
11 Concrete Unit Paver Installation 357 SF $ 11.97 $4,273.29
12 Veneered Seat Wall 35 LF $ 465.63 $16,297.05
13 Sanitary Sewer Lateral 57 LF $ 53.87 $3,070.59
14 Water Service Lateral 126 LF $ 80.20 $10,105.20
15 8” Storm Sewer Lateral 75 LF $ 37.11 $2,783.25
16 12" Storm Culvert 75 LF $ 47.88 $3,591.00
17 4” Drain Pipe 660 LF $ 11.97 $7,900.20
18 Field Inlets 4 EA $ 538.65 $2,154.60
19 Site Restoration 1 LS $ 27,351.45 $27,351.45
20 Split Rail Fencing 286 LF $ 17.60 $5,033.60
21 Site Lighting 2 EA $ 2,184.53 $4,369.06
22 Electrical System 1 LS $ 1,376.55 $1,376.55
23 Not Used - -
24 I\?‘l.:‘l‘i?’l“‘.:’.\I":‘K.il.llf.llIIUIIl aru wiculriarnuais 1 LS $ 14,64530 $14,64530
25 Plumbing Installation 1 LS $ 19,630.80 $19,630.80
26 Restroom/Mechanical Building 1 LS $  84,268.80 $84,268.80
BID
ITEM NO.
1 Asphaltic Pavement Parking Lot 1,638 SY $15.80 $25,880.40
2 Landscaping 1 LS $17,476.50 $17,476.50
3 Dumpster Enclosure 1 LS $29,722.71 $29,722.71
5% Bid Bond Included X
Addendums 1-4 Acknowledged X
Total Base Bid $372,276.92
Total Base Bid plus Alternates $445,356.53
AS READ Total Base Bid $ 372,955.33
AS READ Total Base Bid plus Alternates $ 466,035.30

Yellow Highlight indicates different from "AS Read" amount
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