
 
 

City of Whitewater 
Parks and Recreation Board Agenda 

Monday, September 21, 2015 - 5:30 pm 
Community Room – 1st Floor, Whitewater Municipal Building 

312 W. Whitewater St.   Whitewater, WI  53190 
 
Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
Consent Agenda: 

CA-A Approval of Parks and Recreation Board minutes of July 14, 2015 
 

Hearing of Citizen Comments: 
No formal action will be taken during this meeting, although issues raised may become part of a future 
agenda.  Participants are allotted a 3 minute speaking period. Specific items listed on the agenda may 
not be discussed at this time; however, citizens are invited to speak to those issues as designated in the 
agenda. 
 
Staff Reports: 

Recreation & Community Events Programmer Afterschool Program Update 

Parks & Recreation Director 
Improvement Project Status Report; Recreation 
Program Coordinator Recruitment Update 

 
Considerations: 

C-1 Discussion and possible action related to Downtown City Market  on the following items: 

 Request to allow alcohol sales during Tuesday evening market 

 Additional placement of items within the park for the market 

C-2 Discussion and possible action related to Effigy Mounds Preserve signage plan 

C-3 Discussion and possible action related to future rentals of the Armory gym 

C-4 Discussion and possible action related to 2016 Budget, Goals & Objectives, & Capital 
Improvement Plan 

C-5 Discussion and possible action related to October meeting date and time 

C-6 Request for future agenda items 

C-7 Adjourn 

 
 



Memo 

To: Parks and Recreation Board 

From: Matt Amundson, Parks and Recreation Director 

Date: September 18, 2015 

Re: September 21st Parks & Recreation Board Meeting 

_______________________________________________ 
 
C- 1 Discussion and possible action related to the Downtown City Market 
The Urban Forestry Commission has requested that this item appear on the agenda and will be doing a 
brief presentation regarding this project.  I’ve included information from them in the support packet. 
 
C-2 Discussion and possible action related to Effigy Mounds Preserve signage plan 
Kori Oberle has donated her services to provide a signage plan for the preserve.  She will present an 
update on the plan and ask for feedback from the Board.  
 
C-3 Discussion and possible action related to future rentals of the Armory gym 
The gym floor at the Armory is nearing 75 years old and we are spending approximately $8,000 to sand 
and re-paint the gym floor this year.  To replace the entire floor we would be looking at a cost close to 
$100,000.  I’d like to start a discussion with the Board regarding eliminating private rentals of the 
facility, specifically those that serve food and drink in the gym.  These rentals provide unnecessary 
wear and tear on the gym floor and I’d like to preserve this space for programming needs of the 
department and our partner organizations that utilize the space for athletic programming. 
 
C-4 Discussion and possible action related to 2016 Budget 
I will be presenting a rough draft version of the department budget for 2016 at the meeting. 
 
C-5 Discussion and possible action related to the October meeting date and time 
I have a conflict on Tuesday, October 13th and would like the Board to consider meeting on Monday, 
October 19th. 
 
Your consideration of these matters is greatly appreciated.   

Thanks! 
Matt Amundson,  
Parks & Recreation Director 



Overview of Whitewater City Market for Parks and Recreation Commission 
September 17, 2015 
 
 

Overall goals 
o Use Cravath Lakefront Park as an open gathering space to bring community together, allow local vendors 

to sell produce and other locally or handcrafted products, and bring regional community to the downtown 
o Enhance the park, provide amenities that benefit it and other park uses, including the July 4th Festival, and 

introduce the park to a greater community 
o Have as minimal an impact as possible on the park itself and on city staff demands 

o We bring our own metal-frame trash bag holders, and leave only trash and recycling bags 
o Set up and tear down by market volunteers except for no-parking signs and trash/recycling bags 

 

Current situation 
o Runs Tuesdays 3 to 7 p.m. through October (May through October in 2016) 
o Second Street closed between train track and Whitewater Street; several parking stalls reserved for 

Fairhaven shuttle bus and other safe drop-off 
o Depot Museum is open to capitalize on attendance 
o Kids activities and music are free 
o The Triangle booth offers free water to dogs and people, sunscreen, minor first aid, directions 
o Local organizations and information: Kiwanis, W3 and UWW Community Garden, UFC, Scouts 
o Volunteers solicit fresh food (mostly produce and bread) donations for Whitewater Food Pantry, fill up 

carts, and walk the produce down to the pantry 
o No vendor fees for 2015; vendor fees will be added in 2016 to support market growth, but a small number 

of booths with be free to offer opportunities for new vendors 
o Now focusing on outreach to UW-Whitewater to encourage students to attend 

 
Market stats 

o Week 1 (July 21): 17 vendors, 750 attendees, 50 pounds of produce to Whitewater Food Pantry 
o Week 2 (July 28): 32 vendors, 800+ attendees, 250 pounds of produce, Depot Museum = 20 visitors 
o Week 3 (August 4): 38 vendors, 1,000+ attendees, 276 pounds of produce, Depot Museum = 22 
o Week 4 (August 11): 42 vendors, 1,000+ attendees, 210 pounds of produce  
o Week 5 (August 28): 45 vendors, 750 attendees, 208 pounds of produce, Depot = 28 
o Week 6 (August 25): 45 vendors, 1,095 attendees, 168 pounds of produce, Depot = 10 
o Week 7 (Sept. 1): 45 vendors, 837 attendees, 269 pounds of produce 
o Week 8 (Sept. 8): 45 vendors, 481 attendees, 157.5 pounds of produce, Depot = 20 
o Week 9 (Sept. 15): 45 vendors, 1,025 attendees, 230 pounds of produce, Depot = 10 

 

Market logistics 
o Current location accommodates 45-48 vendors without crossing a street (other than the segment of 

Second that is closed down) 
o Broad sidewalks allow for safety and full accessibility for all ages and multiples abilities 
o Second Street closed to provide a safe and stable seating area for eating, relaxing, and listening to music 
o Currently all objects – chairs, tables, umbrellas – removed except market sign; some stored in P&R shed  
o About 80% of vendors work from their car: If grass too wet, then vendors may not drive on the grass  
o Vendor origins: Whitewater (15), Fort Atkinson (6), Milton (5), Madison (4), Jefferson (4), Janesville (3), 

Lake Mills (2), Oconomowoc, Elkhorn, Beaver Dam, Waterloo, Rockford, Ill., Deerfield, Johnstown 
o Second Street expansion was successful, but safe crossing of Whitewater Street an issue 
o Gating factors (factors that limit growth) 

o Safe expansion; working with city and WPD to determine best course 
o Lack of electricity in current location 

 



Logistical issues to work out with Parks and Recreation Commission, city staff 
o Local beer by the cup on a trial basis 

o Second Salem would like to offer beer by the cup at the market; supports our “local” mission 
o Many market-goers have requested this; supports our goal of providing ways to linger and 

connect 
o Downtown Whitewater has worked with city staff and Chief Otterbacher to craft a process to 

safely trial this in 2015; trial would allow valuable data points for 2016 
o Service would be by Second Salem and only in the “courtyard” area 
o Courtyard would have a free-standing metal fence with a “no beer beyond this point” at the north 

end; curb-to-curb measure is 25’; a 15-foot fence would allow wheelchair clearance on each side 
o Volunteers would staff each side and reinforce the “no beer beyond this point” message  

o Storage of furniture including large items: market tables, picnic tables 
o Have been moving to the shed behind the stage; took three trips 
o Now storing all in a donated trailer, which is stored behind church on Main Street during the 

week; takes just one trip 
o Is a shed on site an option for weekly, winter storage? 

o “Shop Whitewater, Buy Local” metal shopping bag market sign 
o Would be removed for July 4th festival and for the winter 
o “Permanent” market sign (removed for July 4th festival and for the winter); co-promotes Saturday 

Whitewater Farmers’ Market 
o City staff requests hard surface pad of stamped concrete to avoid mowing nuisance 

o Electricity north of the tracks:  
o No electricity current available in the courtyard area at all 
o Some vendors have requested for lighting, heating or cooling food 
o Most food cart vendors need some type of power 
o Music speakers, mild amplification for solo performers 
o Ability to use electricity instead of generators 
o Vendors have indicated willingness to pay a fee to access this 
o We would like to use overhead decorative lighting to extend the season 

o Sunshade for additional sun 
o Many market-goers and vendors have requested this for the hotter, sunnier months 
o Affixed to the light poles at three points every week 

o Giant Adirondack chair as attraction and for interaction 
o Removed for July 4th festival and for the winter 
o Built by local master craftsman Ron Berg 
o Materials donated by Home Lumber 
o City staff requests hard surface pad of stamped concrete to avoid mowing nuisance 

o Additional bike racks: many market-goers are walking and biking to the market 
o Winter market options 

o We have had numerous requests from vendors and market-goers to consider holding a winter 
market  

o Specific request for similar community gathering place, place to have workshops 
o Available items include winter vegetables, eggs, soap, meat and poultry, jams, jellies, and other 

preserves, knit items, sewn items, wood crafts, jewelry, honey 
o Weekly? Biweekly? Monthly? 

 

Questions and next steps 



 

 

 

 

 

City of Whitewater 
Parks and Recreation Board  

Minutes 
Tuesday, July 14, 2015 - 5:30 pm 

Community Room – 1st Floor, Whitewater Municipal Building 
312 W. Whitewater St.   Whitewater, WI  53190 

 

Call to Order and Roll Call 
Rachel Deporter, Nate Jaeger, Bruce Parker, Ken Kidd, Brandon Knedler and Kori Oberle.  
Absent:  Jen Kaina 
Staff:  Matt Amundson, Deb Weberpal 
Guests: Ken Kienbaum (7:00) 
 
Amundson informed the board that Sarah Hansberry has moved out of the community and has resigned 
from the board. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Approval of Parks and Recreation Board minutes of June 9, 2015 
No items to be removed from consent agenda. Deporter moved to accept the consent agenda. Second 
by Oberle.   Ayes: Rachel Deporter, Nate Jaeger, Bruce Parker, Ken Kidd, Brandon Knedler and Kori 
Oberle. Noes: None.  Abstain:  None. Absent:  Jen Kaina 
 
Hearing of Citizen Comments: 
No formal action will be taken during this meeting, although issues raised may become part of a future 
agenda. Participants are allotted a 3 minute speaking period. Specific items listed on the agenda may 
not be discussed at this time; however, citizens are invited to speak to those issues as designated in the 
agenda. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
Staff Reports: 
Senior Coordinator – Accreditation 
Our review was Friday July 10.  The Review Committee is recommending re-accreditation.  We will 
receive the official re-accreditation in September at the Annual Senior Center Conference in Eau Claire. 
 
Parks & Recreation Director - Improvement Project Status Report 
Amundson referred to the chart in the packet and updated the board on the Capital Improvement 
Project List for 2015.  Amundson held a pre construction meeting this morning for the new boat launch 
at Cravath. Bids were opened for the Armory ramp and stairs and awarded to RR Walton. The 
Meadowsweet Park detention pond will be started this week.  The contractor will harvest Cravath Lake 
prior to construction beginning on the Cravath Launch.  Kidd commented that the geese enter the park 



 

 

via the boat launch and requested a gate.  He commented the stones seem to be working at Trippe. 
Amundson also discussed park maintenance needs. 

 
Considerations: 
Discussion and possible action related to selection of color for siding and trim at Starin Park 
Community Building 
Amundson had a larger sample of the siding color chosen by the participants at The community Building.  
Weberpal noted they were given six color options and had a range of ages chose their favorite.  The 
choice is Russet Red. Jaeger moved to use the Russt Red to side the Starin Park Community Building.  
Second by DePorter. Ayes: Rachel Deporter, Nate Jaeger, Bruce Parker, Ken Kidd, Brandon Knedler and 
Kori Oberle. Noes: None.  Abstain:  None. Absent:  Jen Kaina 
 
Discussion and possible action related to 2015 Waterfowl Hunting Program 
Amundson referred to the packet.  Ther are no proposed to changes tot e program. The DNR rules and 
Regulations will be out the end of August.  Kidd oved to approve the 2015 Waterfowl Hunting Program 
as presented. Second by Parker. Ayes: Rachel Deporter, Nate Jaeger, Bruce Parker, Ken Kidd, Brandon 
Knedler and Kori Oberle. Noes: None.  Abstain:  None. Absent:  Jen Kaina 
 
Discussion and possible action related to 2016 Budget 
The Board had a discussion regarding goals with staff and goals will be included in future budget review 
by the Board. 
2016-2020 Capital Improvement Plan 
When discussing parks projects Amundson talked about the Aquatic Harvester and more research would 
have to be on return of investment. Parker requested the pavers at Cravath Lakefront be fixed as they 
are a liability. Permanent fencing of the railroad tracks is only feasible with an easement from the 
railroad company.  The board added a splash pad to 2018. 
 
Two long term goals of the board are Lakes Health and Recreational Access and a Community Center.   
Kienbaum commented Trek will be leaving in December and wondered if their facility could be used as a 
community center.  Parker commented park fees for new development were discussed at Plan Board. 
 
Request for future agenda items  
Wayfinding signs at the Effigy Mounds 
 
Adjourn 
Kidd moved to adjourn at 7:20. Second by DePorter. Ayes: Rachel Deporter, Nate Jaeger, Bruce Parker, 
Ken Kidd, Brandon Knedler and Kori Oberle. Noes: None.  Abstain:  None. Absent:  Jen Kaina 
 
Next scheduled meeting:  Tuesday, August 11, 5:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Debra Weberpal 
 

 
















